
Middlereads Reading List 
More complex plots and topics to appeal to middle school readers, but without as much of the intensity/graphic 
nature often found in young adult literature;  recommended for grades 5-8. 
 
Realistic Fiction: 
 
Swing Kwame Alexander 
Best friends Walt and Noah are convinced junior year is their year, and Walt has a plan to help them woo the girls of their dreams and 
become amazing athletes. Never mind that he and Noah failed to make the high school baseball team yet again, and Noah's love 
interest since third grade, Sam, has him firmly in the friend zone. Noah soon finds himself navigating the worlds of jazz, batting cages, 
the strange advice of Walt's Dairy Queen-employed cousin, as well as Walt's "Hug Life" mentality. Status quo seems inevitable until 
Noah stumbles on a stash of old love letters. Each page contains the words he's always wanted to say to Sam, and he begins secretly 
creating artwork using the lines that speak his heart. But when his private artwork becomes public, Noah has a decision to make: 
continue his life in the dugout and possibly lose the girl forever, or take a swing and finally speak out?  At the same time, numerous 
American flags are being left around town. While some think it's a harmless prank and others see it as a form of peaceful protest, Noah 
can't shake the feeling something bigger is happening to his community. Especially after he witnesses events that hint divides and 
prejudices run deeper than he realized.  As the personal and social tensions increase around them, Noah and Walt must decide what is 
really true when it comes to love, friendship, sacrifice, and fate.  (2018) 

 
The Great Jeff Tony Abbott 
Life hasn't been great for Jeff Hicks. After years at his beloved St. Catherine's, he's forced to spend eighth grade in the public middle 
school, which he hates. He's no longer speaking to his former best friend, Tom Bender, because of "that burned girl" Jessica Feeney. 
But worst of all, his family is changing, and it's not for the better.  When his mom comes home announcing that she's lost her job, Jeff 
begins to worry about things far beyond his years: How will they pay the rent? Will his absentee dad step up and save the day? Is his 
mom drinking too much? And ultimately, where will they live?  The Great Jeff is a powerful look at the life of a troubled boy who finds 
his life spiraling out of control.   (2019) 
 
 
Slider Pete Hautman 
David can eat an entire sixteen-inch pepperoni pizza in four minutes and thirty-six seconds. Not bad. But he knows he can do better. In 
fact, he'll have to do better: he's going to compete in the Super Pigorino Bowl, the world's greatest pizza-eating contest, and he has to 
win it, because he borrowed his mom's credit card and accidentally spent $2,000 on it. So he really needs that prize money. Like, 
yesterday. As if training to be a competitive eater weren't enough, he's also got to keep an eye on his little brother, Mal (who, if the 
family believed in labels, would be labeled autistic, but they don't, so they just label him Mal). And don't even get started on the new 
weirdness going on between his two best friends, Cyn and HeyMan. Master talent Pete Hautman has cooked up a rich narrative shot 
through with equal parts humor and tenderness, and the result is a middle-grade novel too delicious to put down.  (2017) 
 
 
The Next Great Paulie Fink Ali Benjamin 
When Caitlyn Breen begins her disorienting new life at the rural Mitchell School--where the students take care of real live goats and 
study long-dead philosophers, and where there are only ten other students in the entire seventh grade--it seems like nobody can stop 
talking about some kid named Paulie Fink.  Depending on whom you ask, Paulie was either a hilarious class clown, a relentless 
troublemaker, a hapless klutz, or an evil genius. One thing's for sure, though: The kid was totally legendary. Now he's disappeared, and 
Caitlyn finds herself leading a reality-show-style competition to find the school's next great Paulie Fink. With each challenge, Caitlyn 
struggles to understand a person she never met...but it's what she discovers about herself that most surprises her.  Told in multiple 
voices, interviews, and documents, this funny, thought-provoking novel from the bestselling author of The Thing About Jellyfish is a 
memorable exploration of what makes a hero--and if anyone, or anything, is truly what it seems.   (2019) 
 
 
Mya’s Strategy to Save the World Tanya Lloyd Kyi 
Mya Parsons runs her school's social justice club with her best friend, Cleo. Her lifelong desire is to work for the United Nations and 
change the world, and then bask in all the ensuing adulation. Her more immediate desire is to get a phone, preferably one like Cleo's, 



with a leopard-print case to match. When her distracted dad and her long-distance mom (temporarily in Myanmar taking care of Mya's 
grandmother) both say no, no way, and possibly never, Mya launches a campaign to prove herself reliable and deserving. She 
advertises her babysitting services, takes on more responsibility around the house, and attempts to supervise her sister's skateboarding 
lessons. Her efforts leave her ego bruised and the kitchen slightly scorched. She's no closer to touch-screen victory, let alone the Nobel 
Peace Prize she deserves. But all that changes after an accident leaves Mya to take charge--an experience which helps her realize 
how much she's grown, with or without access to proper communications.  (2019) 
 
 
To Night Owl from Dogfish Holly Goldberg Sloan 
Avery Bloom, who's bookish, intense, and afraid of many things, particularly deep water, lives in New York City. Bett Devlin, who's 
fearless, outgoing, and loves all animals as well as the ocean, lives in California. What they have in common is that they are both 
twelve years old, and are both being raised by single, gay dads.  When their dads fall in love, Bett and Avery are sent, against their will, 
to the same sleepaway camp. Their dads hope that they will find common ground and become friends--and possibly, one day, even 
sisters.  But things soon go off the rails for the girls (and for their dads too), and they find themselves on a summer adventure that 
neither of them could have predicted. Now that they can't imagine life without each other, will the two girls (who sometimes call 
themselves Night Owl and Dogfish) figure out a way to be a family?  (2019) 
 
 
The Bridge Home Padma Venkatraman 
Four determined homeless children make a life for themselves in Padma Venkatraman's stirring middle-grade debut. 
Life is harsh in Chennai's teeming streets, so when runaway sisters Viji and Rukku arrive, their prospects look grim. Very quickly, 
eleven-year-old Viji discovers how vulnerable they are in this uncaring, dangerous world. Fortunately, the girls find shelter--and 
friendship--on an abandoned bridge. With two homeless boys, Muthi and Arul, the group forms a family of sorts. And while making a 
living scavenging the city's trash heaps is the pits, the kids find plenty to laugh about and take pride in too. After all, they are now the 
bosses of themselves and no longer dependent on untrustworthy adults. But when illness strikes, Viji must decide whether to risk 
seeking help from strangers or to keep holding on to their fragile, hard-fought freedom.  (2019) 
 
 
A Good Kind of Trouble Lisa Moore Ramee 
Twelve-year-old Shayla is allergic to trouble. All she wants to do is to follow the rules. (Oh, and she'd also like to make it through 
seventh grade with her best friendships intact, learn to run track, and have a cute boy see past her giant forehead.)  But in junior high, 
it's like all the rules have changed. Now she's suddenly questioning who her best friends are and some people at school are saying 
she's not black enough. Wait, what?  Shay's sister, Hana, is involved in Black Lives Matter, but Shay doesn't think that's for her. After 
experiencing a powerful protest, though, Shay decides some rules are worth breaking. She starts wearing an armband to school in 
support of the Black Lives movement. Soon everyone is taking sides. And she is given an ultimatum.  Shay is scared to do the wrong 
thing (and even more scared to do the right thing), but if she doesn't face her fear, she'll be forever tripping over the next hurdle. Now 
that's trouble, for real.  (2019) 

 
The First Rule of Punk Celia C. Perez 
The First Rule of Punk is a wry and heartfelt exploration of friendship, finding your place, and learning to rock out like no one's 
watching.  There are no shortcuts to surviving your first day at a new school--you can't fix it with duct tape like you would your Chuck 
Taylors. On Day One, twelve-year-old Malú (María Luisa, if you want to annoy her) inadvertently upsets Posada Middle School's queen 
bee, violates the school's dress code with her punk rock look, and disappoints her college-professor mom in the process. Her dad, who 
now lives a thousand miles away, says things will get better as long as she remembers the first rule of punk: be yourself. 
The real Malú loves rock music, skateboarding, zines, and Soyrizo (hold the cilantro, please). And when she assembles a group of 
like-minded misfits at school and starts a band, Malú finally begins to feel at home. She'll do anything to preserve this, which includes 
standing up to an anti-punk school administration to fight for her right to express herself!  Black and white illustrations and collage art 
throughout make The First Rule of Punk a perfect pick for fans of books like Roller Girl and online magazines like Rookie.  (2017) 
 
 
Pay Attention, Carter Jones Gary D. Schmidt 
Carter Jones is astonished early one morning when he finds a real English butler, bowler hat and all, on the doorstep--one who stays to 
help the Jones family, which is a little bit broken.   In addition to figuring out middle school, Carter has to adjust to the unwelcome 
presence of this new know-it-all adult in his life and navigate the butler's notions of decorum. And ultimately, when his burden of grief 



and anger from the past can no longer be ignored, Carter learns that a burden becomes lighter when it is shared.   Sparkling with 
humor, this insightful and compassionate story will resonate with readers who have confronted secrets of their own.  (2019) 
 
 
Ghost (Track series #1) Jason Reynolds 
Ghost. Lu. Patina. Sunny. Four kids from wildly different backgrounds with personalities that are explosive when they clash. But they 
are also four kids chosen for an elite middle school track team--a team that could qualify them for the Junior Olympics if they can get 
their acts together. They all have a lot to lose, but they also have a lot to prove, not only to each other, but to themselves. 
Running. That's all Ghost (real name Castle Cranshaw) has ever known. But Ghost has been running for the wrong reasons--it all 
started with running away from his father, who, when Ghost was a very little boy, chased him and his mother through their apartment, 
then down the street, with a loaded gun, aiming to kill. Since then, Ghost has been the one causing problems--and running away from 
them--until he meets Coach, an ex-Olympic Medalist who sees something in Ghost: crazy natural talent. If Ghost can stay on track, 
literally and figuratively, he could be the best sprinter in the city. Can Ghost harness his raw talent for speed, or will his past finally catch 
up to him?  (2016) 
 
 
Genesis Begins Again Alicia D. Williams 
There are ninety-six things Genesis hates about herself. She knows the exact number because she keeps a list. Like #95: Because her 
skin is so dark, people call her charcoal and eggplant--even her own family. And #61: Because her family is always being put out of 
their house, belongings laid out on the sidewalk for the world to see. When your dad is a gambling addict and loses the rent money 
every month, eviction is a regular occurrence.  What's not so regular is that this time they all don't have a place to crash, so Genesis 
and her mom have to stay with her grandma. It's not that Genesis doesn't like her grandma, but she and Mom always fight--Grandma 
haranguing Mom to leave Dad, that she should have gone back to school, that if she'd married a lighter skinned man none of this would 
be happening, and on and on and on. But things aren't all bad. Genesis actually likes her new school; she's made a couple friends, her 
choir teacher says she has real talent, and she even encourages Genesis to join the talent show.  But how can Genesis believe 
anything her teacher says when her dad tells her the exact opposite? How can she stand up in front of all those people with her dark, 
dark skin knowing even her own family thinks lesser of her because of it? Why, why, why won't the lemon or yogurt or fancy creams 
lighten her skin like they're supposed to? And when Genesis reaches #100 on the list of things she hates about herself, will she 
continue on, or can she find the strength to begin again?  (2019) 
 
 
The Best Man Richard Peck 
Archer Magill has spent a lively five years of grade school with one eye out in search of grown-up role models. Three of the best are his 
grandpa, the great architect; his dad, the great vintage car customizer; and his uncle Paul, who is just plain great. These are the three 
he wants to be. Along the way he finds a fourth--Mr. McLeod, a teacher. In fact, the first male teacher in the history of the school. 
But now here comes middle school and puberty. Change. Archer wonders how much change has to happen before his voice does. 
When Uncle Paul and Mr. McLeod get married, Archer's sixth-grade year becomes one he'll never forget  In pages that ripple with 
laughter, there's a teardrop here and there. And more than a few insights about the bewildering world of adults, made by a boy on his 
way to being the best man he can be.  (2016) 
 
 
Amina’s Voice Hena Khan 
A Pakistani-American Muslim girl struggles to stay true to her family's vibrant culture while simultaneously blending in at school after 
tragedy strikes her community in this sweet and moving middle grade novel from the award-winning author of It's Ramadan, Curious 
George and Golden Domes and Silver Lanterns.  Amina has never been comfortable in the spotlight. She is happy just hanging out with 
her best friend, Soojin. Except now that she's in middle school everything feels different. Soojin is suddenly hanging out with Emily, one 
of the "cool" girls in the class, and even talking about changing her name to something more "American." Does Amina need to start 
changing too? Or hiding who she is to fit in? While Amina grapples with these questions, she is devastated when her local mosque is 
vandalized.  Amina's Voice brings to life the joys and challenges of a young Pakistani American and highlights the many ways in which 
one girl's voice can help bring a diverse community together to love and support each other.  (2017) 
 
Amal Unbound Aisha Saeed 
Life is quiet and ordinary in Amal's Pakistani village, but she had no complaints, and besides, she's busy pursuing her dream of 
becoming a teacher one day. Her dreams are temporarily dashed when--as the eldest daughter--she must stay home from school to 
take care of her siblings. Amal is upset, but she doesn't lose hope and finds ways to continue learning. Then the unimaginable 



happens--after an accidental run-in with the son of her village's corrupt landlord, Amal must work as his family's servant to pay off her 
own family's debt.  Life at the opulent Khan estate is full of heartbreak and struggle for Amal--especially when she inadvertently makes 
an enemy of a girl named Nabila. Most troubling, though, is Amal's growing awareness of the Khans' nefarious dealings. When it 
becomes clear just how far they will go to protect their interests, Amal realizes she will have to find a way to work with others if they are 
ever to exact change in a cruel status quo, and if Amal is ever to achieve her dreams.  (2018) 
 
Game Changer Tommy Greenwald 
Thirteen-year-old Teddy Youngblood is in a coma fighting for his life after an unspecified football injury at training camp. His family and 
friends flock to his bedside to support his recovery--and to discuss the events leading up to the tragic accident. Was this an inevitable 
result of playing a violent sport, or was something more sinister happening on the field that day? Told in an innovative, multimedia 
format combining dialogue, texts, newspaper articles, transcripts, an online forum, and Teddy's inner thoughts, Game Changer explores 
the joyous thrills and terrifying risks of America's most popular sport.  (2018) 
Fans of middle grade sports fiction will also love Mike Lupica and Gold Medal Winter (Freitas) 
 
Read also: Crossover (Alexander), Finding the Worm (Goldblatt), Moon Bear (Lewis), Mother-Daughter Book 
Club (Frederick), Wednesday Wars/Okay for Now (Schmidt), Every Soul a Star (Maas), Eight Keys (LaFleur), 
Out of My Mind (Draper), Exact Location of Home (Messner), Dairy Queen (Murdock), Rain Reign (Martin) 
 
Mystery & Adventure: 
 
The Van Gogh Deception Deron Hicks 
Dan Brown meets Jason Bourne in this riveting middle-grade mystery thriller. When a young boy is discovered in Washington DC's 
National Gallery without any recollection of who he is, so begins a high-stakes race to unravel the greatest mystery of all: his identity.As 
the stakes continue to rise, the boy must piece together the disjointed clues of his origins while using his limited knowledge to stop one 
of the greatest art frauds ever attempted. Digitally interactive, this breathtaking museum mystery offers QR codes woven throughout the 
book that bring renowned paintings to readers' fingertips. (2017) 

 
All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook Leslie Connor 
From Leslie Connor, award-winning author of Waiting for Normal and Crunch, comes a soaring and heartfelt story about love, 
forgiveness, and how innocence makes us all rise up. All Rise for the Honorable Perry T. Cook is a powerful story, perfect for fans of 
Wonder and When You Reach Me.  Eleven-year-old Perry was born and raised by his mom at the Blue River Co-ed Correctional 
Facility in tiny Surprise, Nebraska. His mom is a resident on Cell Block C, and so far Warden Daugherty has made it possible for them 
to be together. That is, until a new district attorney discovers the truth--and Perry is removed from the facility and forced into a foster 
home.  When Perry moves to the "outside" world, he feels trapped. Desperate to be reunited with his mom, Perry goes on a quest for 
answers about her past crime. As he gets closer to the truth, he will discover that love makes people resilient no matter where they 
come from . . . but can he find a way to tell everyone what home truly means?  (2016) 

 

The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle Leslie Connor 
Mason Buttle is the biggest, sweatiest kid in his grade, and everyone knows he can barely read or write. Mason's learning disabilities 
are compounded by grief. Fifteen months ago, Mason's best friend, Benny Kilmartin, turned up dead in the Buttle family's orchard. An 
investigation drags on, and Mason, honest as the day is long, can't understand why Lieutenant Baird won't believe the story Mason has 
told about that day.  Both Mason and his new friend, tiny Calvin Chumsky, are relentlessly bullied by the other boys in their 
neighborhood, so they create an underground club space for themselves. When Calvin goes missing, Mason finds himself in trouble 
again. He's desperate to figure out what happened to Calvin, and eventually, Benny.  But will anyone believe him?  (2018) 

 
Hideout Watt Key 
In this riveting middle-grade adventure, the son of a Mississippi policeman finds a boy living on his own in the wilderness. 
Twelve-year-old Sam has been given a fishing boat by his father, but he hates fishing. Instead he uses the boat to disappear for hours 
at a time, exploring the forbidden swampy surroundings of his bayou home. Then he discovers a strange kid named Davey, 
mysteriously alone, repairing an abandoned cabin deep in the woods. Not fooled by the boy's evasive explanation as to why he's on his 



own, Sam becomes entangled in his own efforts to help Davey. But this leads him to telling small lies that only get bigger as the danger 
increases for both boys and hidden truths become harder to conceal.  (2017) 

The Great Greene Heist Varian Johnson 
Jackson Greene swears he's given up scheming. Then school bully Keith Sinclair announces he's running for Student Council 
president, against Jackson's former friend Gaby de la Cruz. Gaby wants Jackson to stay out of it -- but he knows Keith has 
"connections" to the principal, which could win him the presidency no matter the vote count.  So Jackson assembles a crack team: 
Hashemi Larijani, tech genius. Victor Cho, bankroll. Megan Feldman, science goddess. Charlie de la Cruz, reporter. Together they 
devise a plan that will take down Keith, win Gaby's respect, and make sure the election is done right. If they can pull it off, it will be 
remembered as the school's greatest con ever -- one worthy of the name THE GREAT GREENE HEIST.   (2014) 
 
Theodore Boone:  Kid Lawyer (Theodore Boone Series #1) John Grisham 
A perfect murder, A faceless witness, A lone courtroom champion knows the whole truth . . . and he's only thirteen years old.  Meet 
Theodore Boone  In the small city of Strattenburg, there are many lawyers, and though he's only thirteen years old, Theo Boone thinks 
he's one of them. Theo knows every judge, policeman, court clerk--and a lot about the law. He dreams of being a great trial lawyer, of a 
life in the courtroom.  But Theo finds himself in court much sooner than expected. Because he knows so much--maybe too much--he is 
suddenly dragged into the middle of a sensational murder trial. A cold-blooded killer is about to go free, and only Theo knows the truth. 
The stakes are high, but Theo won't stop until justice is served.  #1 "New York Times"-bestselling author John Grisham delivers his first 
book for younger readers.  (2010) 
 
Greenglass House (first in a series) Kate Milford 
A rambling old smuggler's inn, a strange map, an attic packed with treasures, squabbling guests, theft, friendship, and an unusual 
haunting mark this smart mystery in the tradition of the Mysterious Benedict Society books.  Winner of the Edgar Award for Best 
Juvenile Mystery.   It's wintertime at Greenglass House. The creaky smuggler's inn is always quiet during this season, and 
twelve-year-old Milo, the innkeepers' adopted son, plans to spend his holidays relaxing. But on the first icy night of vacation, out of 
nowhere, the guest bell rings. Then rings again. And again. Soon Milo's home is bursting with odd, secretive guests, each one bearing 
a strange story that is somehow connected to the rambling old house. As objects go missing and tempers flare, Milo and Meddy, the 
cook's daughter, must decipher clues and untangle the web of deepening mysteries to discover the truth about Greenglass House--and 
themselves. (2014) 
 
Read also: Doll Bones (Black), Rooftoppers (Rundell), Three Times Lucky (Turnage), Ally Carter 
Historical Fiction: 
 
It All Comes Down to This Karen English 
t's 1965, Los Angeles. All twelve-year-old Sophie wants to do is write her book, star in the community play, and hang out with her friend 
Jennifer. But she's the new black kid in a nearly all-white neighborhood; her beloved sister, Lily, is going away to college soon; and her 
parents' marriage is rocky. There's also her family's new, disapproving housekeeper to deal with. When riots erupt in nearby Watts and 
a friend is unfairly arrested, Sophie learns that life--and her own place in it--is even more complicated than she'd once thought. (2017) 
 
 
Beyond the Bright Sea Lauren Wolk 
Twelve-year-old Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny, isolated piece of the starkly beautiful Elizabeth Islands in Massachusetts. 
Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was just hours old, Crow's only companions are Osh, the man who rescued and 
raised her, and Miss Maggie, their fierce and affectionate neighbor across the sandbar.  Crow has always been curious about the world 
around her, but it isn't until the night a mysterious fire appears across the water that the unspoken question of her own history forms in 
her heart. Soon, an unstoppable chain of events is triggered, leading Crow down a path of discovery and danger.  (2017) 
 
 
Chasing Secrets Gennifer Choldenko 
San Francisco, 1900. The Gilded Age. A fantastic time to be alive for lots of people . . . but not thirteen-year-old Lizzie Kennedy, stuck 
at Miss Barstow's snobby school for girls. Lizzie's secret passion is science, an unsuitable subject for finishing-school girls. Lizzie lives 
to go on house calls with her physician father. On those visits to his patients, she discovers a hidden dark side of the city--a side that's 
full of secrets, rats, and rumors of the plague.  The newspapers, her powerful uncle, and her beloved papa all deny that the plague has 
reached San Francisco. So why is the heart of the city under quarantine? Why are angry mobs trying to burn Chinatown to the ground? 



Why is Noah, the Chinese cook's son, suddenly making Lizzie question everything she has known to be true? Ignoring the rules of race 
and class, Lizzie and Noah must put the pieces together in a heart-stopping race to save the people they love.  Author of Al Capone 
Does My Shirts (2015) 
 
Wolf Hollow Lauren Wolk 
Growing up in the shadows cast by two world wars, 12 year old Annabelle has lived a mostly quiet, steady life in her small Pennsylvania 
town. Until the day new student Betty Glengarry walks into her class. Betty quickly reveals herself to be cruel and manipulative, and 
while her bullying seems isolated at first, things quickly escalate, and reclusive World War I veteran Toby becomes a target of her 
attacks. While others have always seen Toby's strangeness, Annabelle knows only kindness. She will soon need to find the courage to 
stand as a lone voice of justice as tensions mount.  (2016) 
 
How High the Moon Karyn Parsons 
In the small town of Alcolu, South Carolina, in 1944, 12-year-old Ella spends her days fishing and running around with her best friend 
Henry and cousin Myrna. But life is not always so sunny for Ella, who gets bullied for her light skin tone, and whose mother is away 
pursuing a jazz singer dream in Boston.  So Ella is ecstatic when her mother invites her to visit for Christmas. Little does she expect the 
truths she will discover about her mother, the father she never knew and her family's most unlikely history. 
And after a life-changing month, she returns South and is shocked by the news that her schoolmate George has been arrested for the 
murder of two local white girls.  Bittersweet and eye-opening, How High the Moon is a timeless novel about a girl finding herself in a 
world all but determined to hold her down.  (2019) 
 
Draft Dodger Sarah Ellis 
In 1970 Vancouver, thirteen-year-old Charlotte and her best friend, Dawn, are keen to avoid the pitfalls of adolescence. Couldn't they 
just skip teenhood altogether, along with its annoying behaviors - showing off just because you have a boyfriend, obsessing about 
marriage and a ring and matching dining-room furniture? Couldn't one just learn about life from Jane Austen and spend the days eating 
breakfast at noon, watching "People in Conflict," and thrift-store shopping for cool castoffs to tie-dye for the upcoming outdoor hippie 
music festival?  But life becomes more complicated when the girls meet a Texan draft dodger who comes to live with Charlotte's 
Quaker family. Tom Ed expands Charlotte's horizons as they discuss everything from war to civil disobedience to women's liberation. 
Grappling with exhilarating and disturbing new ideas, faced with a censorship challenge to her beloved English teacher and trying to 
decode the charismatic draft dodger himself, Charlotte finds it harder and harder to stick to her unteen philosophy, and to see eye to 
eye with Dawn.  (2018) 

The Night Diary Veera Hiranandani 
It's 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated into two countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has 
created much tension between Hindus and Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed crossing borders.  Half-Muslim, half-Hindu 
twelve-year-old Nisha doesn't know where she belongs, or what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it's too dangerous to stay 
in what is now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by train but later on foot to reach her new home. The 
journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can't imagine losing her homeland, too. But even 
if her country has been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back together.  Told through Nisha's letters 
to her mother, The Night Diary is a heartfelt story of one girl's search for home, for her own identity...and for a hopeful future. (2018, 
Newbery Honor book) 
 
Breaking Stalin’s Nose Eugene Yelchin 
In the Stalinist era of the Soviet Union, ten-year-old Sasha idolizes his father, a devoted Communist, but when police take his father 
away and leave Sasha homeless, he is forced to examine his own perceptions, values, and beliefs. (2011) 
 
Blue Birds Caroline Starr Rose 
It's 1587 and twelve-year-old Alis has made the long journey with her parents from England to help settle the New World, the land 
christened Virginia in honor of the Queen. And Alis couldn't be happier. While the streets of London were crowded and dirty, this new 
land, with its trees and birds and sky, calls to Alis. Here she feels free. But the land, the island Roanoke, is also inhabited by the 
Roanoke tribe and tensions between them and the English are running high, soon turning deadly.  Amid the strife, Alis meets and 
befriends Kimi, a Roanoke girl about her age. Though the two don't even speak the same language, these girls form a special bond as 
close as sisters, willing to risk everything for the other. Finally, Alis must make an impossible choice when her family resolves to leave 
the island and bloodshed behind.  (Verse 2015) 
 
The Orphan Band of Springdale Anne Nesbit 



It's 1941, and tensions are rising in the United States as the Second World War rages in Europe. Eleven-year-old Gusta's life, like the 
world around her, is about to change. Her father, a foreign-born labor organizer, has had to flee the country, and Gusta has been sent 
to live in an orphanage run by her grandmother. Nearsighted, snaggletoothed Gusta arrives in Springdale, Maine, lugging her one 
precious possession: a beloved old French horn, her sole memento of her father. But in a family that's long on troubles and short on 
money, how can a girl hang on to something so valuable and yet so useless when Gusta's mill-worker uncle needs surgery to fix his 
mangled hand, with no union to help him pay? Inspired by her mother's fanciful stories, Gusta secretly hopes to find the coin-like "Wish" 
that her sea-captain grandfather supposedly left hidden somewhere. Meanwhile, even as Gusta gets to know the rambunctious orphans 
at the home, she feels like an outsider at her new school -- and finds herself facing patriotism turned to prejudice, alien registration 
drives, and a family secret likely to turn the small town upside down. (2018) 
 
The Apothecary Maile Meloy 
It's 1952 and the Scott family has just moved from Los Angeles to London. Here, fourteen-year-old Janie meets a mysterious 
apothecary and his son, Benjamin Burrows - a fascinating boy who's not afraid to stand up to authority and dreams of becoming a spy. 
When Benjamin's father is kidnapped, Janie and Benjamin must uncover the secrets of the apothecary's sacred book, the 
Pharmacopoeia, in order to find him, all while keeping it out of the hands of their enemies - Russian spies in possession of nuclear 
weapons. Discovering and testing potions they never believed could exist, Janie and Benjamin embark on a dangerous race to save the 
apothecary and prevent impending disaster. (2011) 
 
Read also:  Black Duck (Lisle), Echo (Pam Munoz Ryan), Al Capone Does My Shirts (Choldenko), Refugee 
(Gratz),  

 
Fantasy, Science Fiction & Supernatural: 
 
Mark of the Thief Jennifer Nielsen 
A fantastical alternate history set in ancient Rome. Nicolas Calva and his sister are slaves in the mines outside of Rome. When Nic is 
forced to retrieve treasure from Julius Caesar's cave, he assumes he is going to his death. But inside the cave he finds a bulla, a 
magical amulet thought to have given Caesar great power, and takes it for himself. Suddenly, Nic is the most wanted fugitive in Rome. 
The emperor and a powerful general are after the amulet and they will kill Nic to get it. His only help is Aurelia, a plebian girl who is 
searching for her own family. With no one to trust and nowhere to hide, the protagonist must decide how he is going to save his sister 
and get out with his life. He doesn't want the bulla or the responsibility of the magic it contains, but if the magical object gets into the 
wrong hands, Rome will be at war and Nic will be at the center of it all.  (2015) 
 
We’re Not From Here Geoff Rodkey 
Imagine being forced to move to a new planet where YOU are the alien! The first time I heard about Planet Choom, we'd been on Mars 
for almost a year. But life on the Mars station was grim, and since Earth was no longer an option (we may have blown it up), it was time 
to find a new home. That's how we ended up on Choom with the Zhuri. They're very smart. They also look like giant mosquitoes. But 
that's not why it's so hard to live here. There's a lot that the Zhuri don't like: singing (just ask my sister, Ila), comedy (one joke got me 
sent to the principal's office), or any kind of emotion. The biggest problem, though? The Zhuri don't like us. And if humankind is going to 
survive, it's up to my family to change their minds. No pressure.  (2019) 
 
Boy X Dan Smith 
His mother is a scientist.  His dad was a soldier.  Ash is something new altogether.  Kidnapped, Ash McCarthy wakes up on a remote 
tropical island. Why is he there? What is this medical facility around him? Most importantly, what's happening inside of him?  Ash needs 
answers. He has twenty-four hours to get them.  To escape, Ash must risk his life. But what's more dangerous: the jungle, his captors, 
or the mysterious chemical injected into his veins?  (2017) 
 
Trace Pat Cummings 
Recently orphaned African-American middle-schooler Trace Carter doesn't know how to feel at ease in his new life in New York. Even 
though his artsy Auntie Lea is cool, her brownstone still isn't his home. Haunted by flashbacks of the accident that killed his parents, the 
best he can do is try to distract himself from memories of the past.  But the past isn't done with him. When Trace takes a wrong 
turn in the New York Public Library, he finds someone else lost in the stacks with him: a crying little boy, wearing old, tattered clothes. 
And though at first he can't quite believe he's seen a ghost, Trace soon discovers that the boy he saw has ties to Trace's own family 
history--and that he himself may be the key to setting the dead to rest.  (2019) 



Furthermore Tahereh Mafi 
There are only three things that matter to twelve-year-old Alice Alexis Queensmeadow: Mother, who wouldn't miss her; magic and 
color, which seem to elude her; and Father, who always loved her. The day Father disappears from Ferenwood he takes nothing but a 
ruler with him. But it's been almost three years since then, and Alice is determined to find him. She loves her father even more than she 
loves adventure, and she's about to embark on one to find the other.  But bringing Father home is no small matter. In order to find him 
she'll have to travel through the mythical, dangerous land of Furthermore, where down can be up, paper is alive, and left can be both 
right and very, very wrong. It will take all of Alice's wits (and every limb she's got) to find Father and return home to Ferenwood in one 
piece. On her quest to find Father, Alice must first find herself--and hold fast to the magic of love in the face of loss.  (2016) 
 
Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes Jonathan Auxier 
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Night Gardener, Peter Nimble and His Fantastic Eyes is the utterly beguiling tale of 
a ten-year-old blind orphan who has been schooled in a life of thievery. One fateful afternoon, he steals a box from a mysterious 
traveling haberdasher--a box that contains three pairs of magical eyes. When he tries the first pair, he is instantly transported to a 
hidden island where he is presented with a special quest: to travel to the dangerous Vanished Kingdom and rescue a people in need. 
Along with his loyal sidekick--a knight who has been turned into an unfortunate combination of horse and cat--and the magic eyes, he 
embarks on an unforgettable, swashbuckling adventure to discover his true destiny.  Be sure to read the companion book, Sophie Quire 
and the Last Storyguard.   (2011) 
 
Sweep:  The Story of a Girl and Her Monster Jonathan Auxier 
A 2019 Sydney Taylor Book Award Winner! It's been five years since the Sweep disappeared. Orphaned and alone, Nan Sparrow had 
no other choice but to work for a ruthless chimney sweep named Wilkie Crudd. She spends her days sweeping out chimneys. The job 
is dangerous and thankless, but with her wits and will, Nan has managed to beat the deadly odds time and time again. When Nan gets 
stuck in a chimney fire, she fears the end has come. Instead, she wakes to find herself unharmed in an abandoned attic. And she is not 
alone. Huddled in the corner is a mysterious creature--a golem--made from soot and ash. Sweep is the story of a girl and her monster. 
Together, these two outcasts carve out a new life--saving each other in the process. Lyrically told by one of today's most powerful 
storytellers, Sweep is a heartrending adventure about the everlasting gifts of friendship and wonder.  (2018) 
 
 
Michael Vey:  The Prisoner of Cell 25 (Michael Vey Series #1) Richard Paul Evans 
My name is Michael Vey, and the story I'm about to tell you is strange. Very strange. It's my story.  To everyone at Meridian High 
School, Michael Vey is an ordinary fourteen-year-old. In fact, the only thing that seems to set him apart is the fact that he has Tourette's 
syndrome. But Michael is anything but ordinary. Michael has special powers. Electric powers.  Michael thinks he's unique until he 
discovers that a cheerleader named Taylor also has special powers. With the help of Michael's friend, Ostin, the three of them set out to 
discover how Michael and Taylor ended up this way, but their investigation brings them to the attention of a powerful group who wants 
to control the electric children - and through them the world. Michael will have to rely on his wits, powers, and friends if he's to survive. 
(2011) 
 
Ghost Boys Jewell Parker Rhodes 
A heartbreaking and powerful story about a black boy killed by a police officer, drawing connections through history, from 
award-winning author Jewell Parker Rhodes.  
An instant New York Times bestseller An instant IndieBound bestseller The #1 Kids' Indie Next Pick A Walter Award winner  
Only the living can make the world better. Live and make it better.  
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun for a real threat. As a ghost, he observes the devastation 
that's been unleashed on his family and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing.  
Soon Jerome meets another ghost: Emmett Till, a boy from a very different time but similar circumstances. Emmett helps Jerome 
process what has happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical racism may have led to the events that ended his life. 
Jerome also meets Sarah, the daughter of the police officer, who grapples with her father's actions.  
Once again Jewell Parker Rhodes deftly weaves historical and socio-political layers into a gripping and poignant story about how 
children and families face the complexities of today's world, and how one boy grows to understand American blackness in the aftermath 
of his own death. (2018) 
 
 
Read also:  Circus Mirandus (Beasley), Artemis Fowl (Colfer), Ranger’s Apprentice (Flanagan), Tuck 
Everlasting (Babbit), Girl Who Drank the Moon (Barnhill) 
 
Graphic Novels: 
 
Laika Nick Abadzis 
Laika was the abandoned puppy destined to become Earth's first space traveler. This is her journey.  Nick Abadzis masterfully blends 
fiction and fact in the intertwined stories of three compelling lives. Along with Laika, there is Korolev, once a political prisoner, now a 
driven engineer at the top of the Soviet space program, and Yelena, the lab technician responsible for Laika's health and life. This 
intense triangle is rendered with the pitch-perfect emotionality of classics like Because of Winn Dixie, Shiloh, and Old Yeller. (2007) 

 



Be Prepared Vera Brosgol 
All Vera wants to do is fit in--but that's not easy for a Russian girl in the suburbs. Her friends live in fancy houses and their parents can 
afford to send them to the best summer camps. Vera's single mother can't afford that sort of luxury, but there's one summer camp in her 
price range--Russian summer camp. Vera is sure she's found the one place she can fit in, but camp is far from what she imagined. And 
nothing could prepare her for all the "cool girl" drama, endless Russian history lessons, and outhouses straight out of nightmares! 
(2018) 
 
 
Lumberjanes:  Beware the Kitten Holy, Vol. 1 Noelle Stevenson 
Five best friends spending the summer at Lumberjane scout camp...defeating yetis, three-eyed wolves, and giant falcons...what's not to 
love?!  Friendship to the max! Jo, April, Mal, Molly and Ripley are five best pals determined to have an awesome summer 
together...and they're not gonna let any insane quest or an array of supernatural critters get in their way!  It's Buffy the Vampire Slayer 
meets Gravity Falls and features five butt-kicking, rad teenage girls wailing on monsters and solving a mystery with the whole world at 
stake. (2015) 
 
 
Bluffton:  My Summers With Buster Matt Phelan 
In the summer of 1908, in Muskegon, Michigan, a visiting troupe of vaudeville performers is about the most exciting thing since 
baseball. They're summering in nearby Bluffton, so Henry has a few months to ogle the elephant and the zebra, the tightrope walkers 
and -- lo and behold -- a slapstick actor his own age named Buster Keaton. The show folk say Buster is indestructible; his father throws 
him around as part of the act and the audience roars, while Buster never cracks a smile. Henry longs to learn to take a fall like Buster, 
"the human mop," but Buster just wants to play ball with Henry and his friends. With signature nostalgia, Scott O'Dell Award-winning 
graphic novelist Matt Phelan visualizes a bygone era with lustrous color, dynamic lines, and flawless dramatic pacing. (2013) 
 
 
Brave (Berrybrook Middle School Series #2) Svetlana Chmakova 
In his daydreams, Jensen is the biggest hero that ever was, saving the world and his friends on a daily basis. But his middle school 
reality is VERY different--math is hard, getting along with friends is hard...Even finding a partner for the class project is a huge problem 
when you always get picked last. And the pressure's on even more once the school newspaper's dynamic duo, Jenny and Akilah, draw 
Jensen into the whirlwind of school news, social-experiment projects, and behind-the-scenes club drama. Jensen has always played 
the middle school game one level at a time, but suddenly, someone's cranked up the difficulty setting. Will those daring daydreams of 
his finally work in his favor, or will he have to find real solutions to his real-life problems? The charming world of Berrybrook Middle 
School gets a little bigger in this highly anticipated follow-up to Svetlana Chmakova's award-winning Awkward with a story about a boy 
who learns his own way of being brave!  (2017) 
 
 
Pashmina Nidhi Chanani 
Priyanka Das has so many unanswered questions: Why did her mother abandon her home in India years ago? What was it like there? 
And most importantly, who is her father, and why did her mom leave him behind? But Pri's mom avoids these questions--the topic of 
India is permanently closed.  For Pri, her mother's homeland can only exist in her imagination. That is, until she find a mysterious 
pashmina tucked away in a forgotten suitcase. When she wraps herself in it, she is transported to a place more vivid and colorful than 
any guidebook or Bollywood film. But is this the real India? And what is that shadow lurking in the background? To learn the truth, Pri 
must travel farther than she's ever dared and find the family she never knew.  (2017) 

 

Suee and Shadow Ginger Ly 
Meet Suee: Twelve years old, wears her hair to the left in a point, favors a black dress, has no friends--and she likes it that way! When 
Suee transfers to the dull and ordinary Outskirts Elementary, she doesn't expect to hear a strange voice speaking to her from the 
darkness of the school's exhibit room, and she certainly doesn't expect to see her shadow come to life. Then things start to get really 
weird: One by one, her classmates at school turn into zombie-like, hollow-eyed Zeroes. While Suee investigates why this is happening, 
her shadow gains power. Soon, Suee must confront a stunning secret that her shadow has been hiding under her own two 
feet--something very dark and sinister that could put Suee and her newfound friends at risk! (2017) 
 
Jane, the Fox & Me Fanny Britt 
Helene has been inexplicably ostracized by the girls who were once her friends. Her school life is full of whispers and lies Helene 
weighs 216; she smells like BO. Her loving mother is too tired to be any help. Fortunately, Helene has one consolation, Charlotte 
Bronte s Jane Eyre. Helene identifies strongly with Jane’s tribulations, and when she is lost in the pages of this wonderful book, she is 
able to ignore her tormentors. But when Helene is humiliated on a class trip in front of her entire grade, she needs more than a fictional 
character to allow her to see herself as a person deserving of laughter and friendship.   Leaving the outcasts tent one night, Helene 
encounters a fox, a beautiful creature with whom she shares a moment of connection. But when Suzanne Lipsky frightens the fox away, 
insisting that it must be rabid, Helene s despair becomes even more pronounced: now she believes that only a diseased and dangerous 
creature would ever voluntarily approach her. But then a new girl joins the outcasts circle, Geraldine, who does not even appear to 
notice that she is in danger of becoming an outcast herself. And before long Helene realizes that the less time she spends worrying 
about what the other girls say is wrong with her, the more able she is to believe that there is nothing wrong at all.  (2013) 
 
 



Ghostopolis Doug TenNapel 
Imagine Garth Hale's surprise when he's accidentally zapped to the spirit world by Frank Gallows, a washed-out ghost wrangler. 
Suddenly Garth finds he has powers the ghosts don't have, and he's stuck in a world run by the evil ruler of Ghostopolis, who would use 
Garth's newfound abilities to rule the ghostly kingdom. When Garth meets Cecil, his grandfather's ghost, the two search for a way to get 
Garth back home, and nearly lose hope until Frank Gallows shows up to fix his mistake.  (2010) 
 
 
All Summer Long Hope Larson 
Thirteen-year-old Bina has a long summer ahead of her. She and her best friend, Austin, usually do everything together, but he's off to 
soccer camp for a month, and he's been acting kind of weird lately anyway. So it's up to Bina to see how much fun she can have on her 
own. At first it's a lot of guitar playing, boredom, and bad TV, but things look up when she finds an unlikely companion in Austin's older 
sister, who enjoys music just as much as Bina. But then Austin comes home from camp, and he's acting even weirder than when he 
left. How Bina and Austin rise above their growing pains and reestablish their friendship and respect for their differences makes for a 
touching and funny coming-of-age story. (2018) 
 
 
The Giver (graphic novel) Lois Lowry 
Now in graphic novel format, Lois Lowry's Newbery Medal-winning classic story of a young boy discovering the dark secrets behind his 
seemingly ideal world is accompanied by renowned artist P. Craig Russell's beautifully haunting illustrations. In this new graphic novel 
edition, readers experience the haunting story of twelve-year-old Jonas and his seemingly ideal, if colorless, world of conformity and 
contentment, through the brilliant art of P. Craig Russell that truly brings The Giver to life.  Witness Jonas's assignment as the Receiver 
of Memory, watch as he begins to understand the dark secrets behind his fragile community, and follow the explosion of color into his 
world like never before.  (2019) 
 
New Kid Jerry Craft 
Seventh grader Jordan Banks loves nothing more than drawing cartoons about his life. But instead of sending him to the art school of 
his dreams, his parents enroll him in a prestigious private school known for its academics, where Jordan is one of the few kids of color 
in his entire grade. As he makes the daily trip from his Washington Heights apartment to the upscale Riverdale Academy Day School, 
Jordan soon finds himself torn between two worlds--and not really fitting into either one. Can Jordan learn to navigate his new school 
culture while keeping his neighborhood friends and staying true to himself?  (2019) 
 
Sheets Brenna Thummler 
Marjorie Glatt feels like a ghost. A practical thirteen-year-old in charge of the family laundry business, her daily routine features 
unforgiving customers, unbearable P.E. classes, and the fastidious Mr. Saubertuck who is committed to destroying everything she's 
worked for.  Wendell is a ghost. A boy who lost his life much too young, his daily routine features ineffective death therapy, a 
sheet-dependent identity, and a dangerous need to seek purpose in the forbidden human world.  When their worlds collide, Marjorie is 
confronted by unexplainable disasters as Wendell transforms Glatt's Laundry into his midnight playground, appearing as a mere sheet 
during the day. While Wendell attempts to create a new afterlife for himself, he unknowingly sabotages the life that Marjorie is struggling 
to maintain.  Sheets illustrates the determination of a young girl to fight, even when all parts of her world seem to be conspiring against 
her. It proves that second chances are possible whether life feels over or life is over. But above all, it is a story of the forgiveness and 
unlikely friendship that can only transpire inside a haunted laundromat.  (2018) 
 
Read also:  Ghosts, Drama (Telgemeier), Rollergirl (Jamieson), El Deafo (Bell) 
 
Non-Fiction: 
 
The Whydah:  A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked and Found Martin Sandler 
The exciting true story of the captaincy, wreck, and discovery of the Whydah -- the only pirate ship ever found -- and the incredible 
mysteries it revealed.  The 1650s to the 1730s marked the golden age of piracy, when fearsome pirates like Blackbeard ruled the 
waves, seeking not only treasure but also large and fast ships to carry it. The Whydah was just such a ship, built to ply the Triangular 
Trade route, which it did until one of the greediest pirates of all, Black Sam Bellamy, commandeered it. Filling the ship to capacity with 
treasure, Bellamy hoped to retire with his bounty -- but in 1717 the ship sank in a storm off Cape Cod. For more than two hundred 
years, the wreck of the Whydah (and the riches that went down with it) eluded treasure seekers, until the ship was finally found in 1984 
by marine archaeologists. The artifacts brought up from the ocean floor are priceless, both in value and in the picture they reveal of life 
in that much-mythologized era, changing much of what we know about pirates. (2017) 
 
Pride:  Celebrating Diversity & Community Robin Stevenson 
For LGBTQ people and their supporters, Pride events are an opportunity to honor the past, protest injustice, and celebrate a diverse 
and vibrant community. The high point of Pride, the Pride Parade, is spectacular and colorful. But there is a whole lot more to Pride 
than rainbow flags and amazing outfits. How did Pride come to be? And what does Pride mean to the people who celebrate it?  (2016) 
 
 
Alexander Hamilton:  The Making of America Teri Kanefield 



The America that Alexander Hamilton knew was largely agricultural and built on slave labor. He envisioned something else: a 
multi-racial, urbanized, capitalistic America with a strong central government. He believed that such an America would be a land of 
opportunity for the poor and the newcomers. But Hamilton's vision put him at odds with his archrivals who envisioned a pastoral 
America of small towns, where governments were local, states would control their own destiny, and the federal government would 
remain small and weak.  The disputes that arose during America's first decades continued through American history to our present day. 
Over time, because of the systems Hamilton set up and the ideas he left, his vision won out. Here is the story that epitomizes the 
American dream--a poor immigrant who made good in America. In the end, Hamilton rose from poverty through his intelligence and 
ability, and did more to shape our country than any of his contemporaries.  (2017) 
 
 
Undefeated:  Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team Steve Sheinkin 
Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team is an astonishing underdog sports story--and more. It's an 
unflinching look at the U.S. government's violent persecution of Native Americans and the school that was designed to erase Indian 
cultures. Expertly told by three-time National Book Award finalist Steve Sheinkin, (Bomb; The Port Chicago 50; Most Dangerous), it's 
the story of a group of young men who came together at that school, the overwhelming obstacles they faced both on and off the field, 
and their absolute refusal to accept defeat.  (2017) 

 

Eyes & Spies:  How You’re Tracked and Why You Should Know Tanya Lloyd Kyi 
Written for middle-grade and older readers, Eyes and Spies looks at the way information and data about us is collected and used by 
individuals, governments, companies, and organizations. Each chapter covers one aspect of the subject, from data collection to 
computer surveillance to personal privacy. Arguments for both increased security and increased privacy are offered, which encourages 
readers to think critically about issues and decide for themselves.  The book asks three simple questions: Who's watching, and why? 
Where is the line between public and private? How can you keep your secrets to yourself? "Creepy Line" sidebars highlight 
controversial real-life scenarios and ask readers where they would set their own boundaries. Action Alerts encourage readers to find out 
more about how surveillance and data mining affects them.  Other topics include how students are tracked at school; cyberbullying, and 
cyber safety.  Color illustrations and a dynamic design make this an enlightening and engaging read.  (2017) 
 
The Great and Only Barnum:  The Tremendous, Stupendous Life of Showman P.T. Barnum       Candace Fleming 
The award-winning author of The Lincolns: A Scrapbook Look at Abraham and Mary, Amelia Lost, and Our Eleanor brings us the 
larger-than-life biography of showman P. T. Barnum. Known far and wide for his jumbo elephants, midgets, and three-ring circuses, 
here's a complete and captivating look at the man behind the Greatest Show on Earth. Readers can visit Barnum's American Museum; 
meet Tom Thumb, the miniature man (only 39 inches tall) and his tinier bride (32 inches); experience the thrill Barnum must have felt 
when, at age 60, he joined the circus; and discover Barnum's legacy to the 19th century and beyond. Drawing on old circus posters, 
photographs, etchings, ticket stubs--and with incredible decorative art by Ray Fenwick--this book presents history as it's never been 
experienced before--a show-stopping event!  (2009) 
 
Courage to Soar:  A Body in Motion, a Life in Balance Simone Biles 
Simone Biles' entrance into the world of gymnastics may have started on a daycare field trip in her hometown of Spring, Texas, but her 
God-given talent, passion, and perseverance have made her one of the top gymnasts in the world, as well as a four-time winner of 
Olympic gold in Rio de Janeiro.  But there is more to Simone than the nineteen medals--fourteen of them gold--and the Olympic 
successes. Through years of hard work and determination, she has relied on her faith and family to stay focused and positive, while 
having fun competing at the highest level and doing what she loves. Here, in her own words, Simone takes you through the events, 
challenges, and trials that carried her from an early childhood in foster care to a coveted spot on the 2016 Olympic team.  Along the 
way, Simone shares the details of her inspiring personal story--one filled with the kinds of daily acts of courage that led her, and can 
lead you, to even the most unlikely of dreams.  (2016) 

 
Life in Motion:  An Unlikely Ballerina (Young Readers’ Edition) Misty Copeland 
Determination meets dance in this middle grade adaptation of the New York Times bestselling memoir by the first African-American 
principal dancer in American Ballet Theatre history, Misty Copeland.  As the first African-American principal dancer at the American 
Ballet Theatre, Misty Copeland has been breaking down all kinds of barriers in the world of dance. But when she first started 
dancing--at the late age of thirteen--no one would have guessed the shy, underprivileged girl would one day make history in her field. 
Her road to excellence was not easy--a chaotic home life, with several siblings and a single mother, was a stark contrast to the control 
and comfort she found on stage. And when her home life and incredible dance promise begin to clash, Misty had to learn to stand up 
for herself and navigate a complex relationship with her mother, while pursuing her ballet dreams.  Life in Motion is a story for all the 
kids who dare to be different, dream bigger, and want to break stereotypes in whatever they do.  (2016) 
 



Becoming Kareem:  Growing Up on and Off the Court Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
At one time, Lew Alcindor was just another kid from New York City with all the usual problems: He struggled with fitting in, with pleasing 
a strict father, and with overcoming shyness that made him feel socially awkward. But with a talent for basketball, and an unmatched 
team of supporters, Lew Alcindor was able to transform and to become Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.  From a childhood made difficult by 
racism and prejudice to a record-smashing career on the basketball court as an adult, Kareem Abdul-Jabbar's life was packed with 
"coaches" who taught him right from wrong and led him on the path to greatness. His parents, coaches Jack Donahue and John 
Wooden, Muhammad Ali, Bruce Lee, and many others played important roles in Abdul-Jabbar's life and sparked him to become an 
activist for social change and advancement. The inspiration from those around him, and his drive to find his own path in life, are 
highlighted in this personal and awe-inspiring journey.  Written especially for young readers, Becoming Kareem chronicles how Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar became the icon and legend he is today, both on and off the court.  (2017) 
 
The Girl Who Drew Butterflies:  How Maria Merian’s Art Changed Science Joyce Sidman 
Bugs, of all kinds, were considered to be "born of mud" and to be "beasts of the devil." Why would anyone, let alone a girl, want to 
study and observe them?  One of the first naturalists to observe live insects directly, Maria Sibylla Merian was also one of the first to 
document the metamorphosis of the butterfly. In this visual nonfiction biography, richly illustrated throughout with full-color original 
paintings by Merian herself, the Newbery Honor-winning author Joyce Sidman paints her own picture of one of the first female 
entomologists and a woman who flouted convention in the pursuit of knowledge and her passion for insects.  (2018) 
 
The Faithful Spy: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill Hitler John Hendrix 
Adolf Hitler's Nazi party is gaining strength and becoming more menacing every day. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a pastor upset by the 
complacency of the German church toward the suffering around it, forms a breakaway church to speak out against the established 
political and religious authorities. When the Nazis outlaw the church, he escapes as a fugitive. Struggling to reconcile his faith and the 
teachings of the Bible with the Nazi Party's evil agenda, Bonhoeffer decides that Hitler must be stopped by any means possible!  
In his signature style of interwoven handwritten text and art, John Hendrix tells the true story of Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a pastor who 
makes the ultimate sacrifice in order to free the German people from oppression during World War II  (2018) 
 
Forward:  My Story (Young Readers’ Edition) Abby Wambach 
Abby Wambach has always pushed the limits of what is possible. Named by Time magazine as one of the most influential people of 
2015, the iconic soccer player captured the nation's heart when she led her team to its recent World Cup Championship. Admired for 
her fearlessness and passion, Abby is a vocal advocate for women's rights and equal opportunity, pushing to translate the success of 
her team to the real world. She has become a heavily requested speaker to a wide a range of audiences, from college students to 
executives at Fortune 500 companies.  In this edition of Forward that's been adapted for young readers, Abby recounts her own 
decisions, wins, losses, and the pivotal moments that helped her become the world class athlete and leader she is today. Wambach's 
book goes beyond the soccer field to reveal a soulful person grappling with universal questions about how we can live our best lives 
and become our truest selves. Written with honesty and heart, Forward is an inspiring blueprint for individual growth and a rousing call 
to action. (2016) 

 
Inside of a Dog:  What Dogs See, Smell and Know (Young Reader’s Edition) Alexandra Horowitz 
From an animal behaviorist and dog enthusiast comes an adorable and informative guide to understanding how our canine friends see 
the world based on the #1 New York Times bestselling phenomenon, Inside of a Dog--now adapted for a younger audience! 
Have you ever wondered what your dogs are thinking? What they're feeling? Now you finally can! The answers will surprise and delight 
you as scientist and dog-owner Alexandra Horowitz explains how our four-legged friends perceive their daily worlds, each other, and 
that other quirky animal, the human.  (2016) 
 
 
A Storm Too Soon (Young Readers’ Edition):  A Remarkable True Survival Story in 80 Foot Seas     Michael 
Tougias 
When a forty-seven-foot sailboat disappears in the Gulf Stream in the throes of a disastrous storm, it leaves behind three weary 
passengers struggling to stay alive. This middle-grade adaptation of an adult nonfiction book tells the story of the four intrepid Coast 
Guardsmen who braved this ruthless storm in the hopes of saving them. A spellbinding tale of courage and survival from the author of 
The Finest Hours, now a major motion picture. (2016) 
 
Finding Gobi (Young Readers’ Edition):  The True Story of One Little Dog’s Big Journey         Dion Leonard 



Finding Gobi: The True Story of One Little Dog's Big Journey is the incredible true story of Dion Leonard, a New York Times bestselling 
author and athlete, who was befriended by a stray dog while running an ultramarathon through the Gobi Desert. Named for the desert 
in which he found her, Gobi became Dion's closest companion for 77 miles of the 155-mile race across China. The scrappy little pup 
ran mile after mile alongside Dion, through treacherous conditions and across raging rivers. He let her sleep in his tent and share his 
food, and eventually, his focus shifted from winning to the newfound friendship he and Gobi shared.  They crossed the finish line 
together--not first, but together--and Dion decided to bring Gobi home to Scotland. Just before they were about to leave, however, Gobi 
disappeared, setting off a worldwide search for the stray. In a town of more than 3 million people, the search seemed hopeless, but this 
tale of friendship will surprise and delight you as you find out what happens! (2017) 

 
Killer Style: How Fashion Has Injured, Maimed, and Murdered Through History           Alison Matthews David 
The clothes we wear every day keep us comfortable, protect us from the elements, and express our unique style--but could fashion also 
be fatal? As it turns out, history is full of fashions that have harmed or even killed people. From silhouette-cinching corsets and 
combustible combs to lethal hair dyes and flammable flannel, this nonfiction book looks back at the times people have suffered pain, 
injury, and worse, all in the name of style. Historical examples like the tragic "Radium Girl" watchmakers and mercury-poisoned "Mad 
Hatters," along with more recent factory accidents, raise discussion of unsafe workplaces--where those who make the clothes are often 
fashion's first victims. (2019) 
 
Go:  A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design Chip Kidd 
Kids love to express themselves, and are designers by nature--whether making posters for school, deciding what to hang in their 
rooms, or creating personalized notebook covers. Go, by the award-winning graphic designer Chip Kidd, is a stunning introduction to 
the ways in which a designer communicates his or her ideas to the world. It's written and designed just for those curious kids, not to 
mention their savvy parents, who want to learn the secret of how to make things dynamic and interesting.  Chip Kidd is "the closest 
thing to a rock star" in the design world (USA Today), and in Go he explains not just the elements of design, including form, line, color, 
scale, typography, and more, but most important, how to use those elements in creative ways. Like putting the word "go" on a stop sign, 
Go is all about shaking things up--and kids will love its playful spirit and belief that the world looks better when you look at it differently. 
He writes about scale: When a picture looks good small, don't stop there--see how it looks when it's really small. Or really big. He 
explains the difference between vertical lines and horizontal lines. The effect of cropping a picture to make it beautiful--or, cropping it 
even more to make it mysterious and compelling. How different colors signify different moods. The art of typography, including serifs 
and sans serifs, kerning and leading.  The book ends with ten projects, including an invitation to share your designs at 
GoTheBook.com.  (2013) 

 

An Invisible Thread (Young Readers’ Edition) Laura Schroff 
From New York Times bestselling authors Laura Schroff and Alex Tresniowski comes the young readers edition of an unbelievable 
memoir about an unlikely friendship that forever changed the lives of a busy sales executive and a hungry eleven-year-old boy.  On one 
rainy afternoon, on a crowded New York City street corner, eleven-year-old Maurice met Laura. Maurice asked Laura for spare change 
because he was hungry, and something made Laura stop and ask Maurice if she could take him to lunch.  Maurice and Laura went to 
lunch together, and also bought ice cream cones and played video games. It was the beginning of an unlikely and magical friendship 
that changed both of their lives forever.  An Invisible Thread is the true story of the bond between an eleven-year-old boy and a busy 
sales executive; a heartwarming journey of hope, kindness, adventure, and love--and the power of fate to help us find our way. (2019) 
 
American Moonshot (Young Readers’ Edition): John F. Kennedy and the Great Space Race      Douglas Brinkley 
In anticipation of the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing, New York Times bestselling author and historian Douglas Brinkley 
delivers a young readers' edition of a story rooted in heroism, bravery, and patriotism: America's race to the moon.  July 20, 1969. It's a 
day that has earned a spot in history. It's the day that America was the first nation to succeed in sending two astronauts--Buzz Aldrin 
and Neil Armstrong--to the moon.  But what led to this unforgettable event? What were the stakes riding on the Apollo 11's safe 
landing? In acclaimed author Douglas Brinkley's first young readers' edition, space fans will get the riveting and factual backstory of 
arguably the most significant achievement of the 20th century.  (2019) 

 

Groundbreaking Guys:  40 Men Who Became Great by Doing Good Stephanie True Peters 
An illustrated book of biographies highlighting the inspiring and innovative qualities of forty very different men throughout history, for 
fans of Heroes for My Son and Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls.  Our history books are full of great men, from inventors to explorers 



to presidents. But these great men were not always good men. It's time for our role models to change. This book pays tribute to Mr. 
Rogers, Barack Obama, Hayao Miyazaki, and more: men whose masculinity is grounded in compassion and care.  
These men have varying worldviews and are accomplished in a range of fields, but they share important commonalities. They served 
their communities. They treated people with respect. They lifted others up. And they went on to create change, inspire others, and, 
indeed, do great things--not in spite of their goodness, but because of it.   These men's stories will educate, entertain, and encourage 
the next generation of writers, activists, entrepreneurs, and other leaders of all genders to do better and be better--to be truly 
groundbreaking.  (2019) 
 
 
Teen Trailblazers:  30 Fearless Girls Who Changed the World Before They Were 20 Jennifer Calvert 
True stories of young women who made a big difference! From authors to activists, painters to politicians, inventors to icons, these 
inspiring teenagers are proof that girls can change the world.  Joan of Arc. Anne Frank. Cleopatra. Pocahontas. Mary Shelley. Many of 
these heroines are well-known. But have you heard of Sybil Ludington, a 16-year-old daughter of an American colonel who rode twice 
as far as the far better-remembered Paul Revere to warn the militia that the British army was invading?  This fascinating book, Teen 
Trailblazers, features 30 young women who accomplished remarkable things before their twentieth birthdays. Visually compelling with 
original illustrations, this book will inspire the next generation of strong, fearless women. (2018) 

 
This Promise of Change:  One Girl’s Story in the Fight for School Equality (2019) Jo Ann Allen Boyce 
The Perfect Horse (Young Readers’ Edition) :  The Daring Rescue of Horses Kidnapped by Hitler (2019)

Elizabeth Letts 
Endurance (Young Readers’ Edition):  My Year in Space and How I Got There (2018) Scott Kelly 
Unsinkable:  From Russian Orphan to Paralympic Swimming World Champion (2018) Jessica Long 
It’s Your World:  Get Informed, Get Inspired and Get Going!  (2015) Chelsea Clinton 
Read also:  Brown Girl Dreaming (Woodson), Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition) The Untold True Story 
of Four African-American Women Who Helped Launch Our Nation into Space (2016)  Margot Lee Shetterly 
The Playbook:  52 Rules to Aim, Shoot and Score in this Game Called Life (2017) Kwame Alexander 
You Are Mighty:  A Guide to Changing the World (2018)    Caroline Paul 
They Lost Their Heads!  What Happened to Washington’s Teeth, Einstein’s Brain and other famous body parts 
(2018)  Carlyn Beccia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


