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Dear families,

The first graders really buckled down for a rigorous week of academics. They continued the study of two-
digit numbers. They engaged in many activities to reinforce number recognition and values.

We also spent a good deal of time discussing the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The students
shared their thoughts on his dream for equality and human rights. They were most interested to learn about
Dr. King’s peaceful approach.

Have a wonderful long weekend.
Seema

Curriculum Highlights
Mathematics

Using a place value chart to model two digit numbers.
Comparing numbers and finding their differences
Sequencing the numbers in order of least to greatest/greatest to least
Getting acquainted and exploring the 100 grid-Taking notice of any patterns
Place Value Card War- comparing two digit numbers to identify the greatest number
Snowman Race- a math game practicing the sum of two dice while also building recognition of
numbers to 100. The goal of this game is to reach 100 before your partner.

Reading

Magic e- Learning the silent E at the end of the word makes the vowel scream its name. The students
added the magic e to the words to transform the vowel sound. (bit +e = bite)
Practicing to read words with the silent e- Magic e Bingo
Partner read- Each student chose a book to read to a partner.
Penguin on Vacation by Salina Yoon
Harriet Gets Carried Away by Jessie Sima
Martin's Big Words by Doreen Rappaport - A beautiful narrative retelling the life of Martin Luther King Jr.
The book details his peaceful efforts in the struggle for equal rights and fair treatment for all people.
Back of the Bus by by Aaron Reynolds- the story of American activist Rosa Parks 

Writing

Practicing sight words- you, and your. Using each word in a sentence
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Would you rather? Each student chose a topic and provided reasons to support their choice.
Creating a Color poem using our five senses 
As part of reading centers this week, each student wrote a Book Recommendation to share with the
class. The recommendation included a short description and their favorite part of the story. 
Documenting facts about Dr. King

Social Studies

Scholastic News: Martin Luther King Jr.- "Everyone Can Be Great"
Shared reading of a booklet called the Life of Dr. Martin Luther King. The students worked together to
read the booklet and learn about Dr. King’s dream.
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