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Hello, fifth-grade families!

In fifth grade, we had a very eventful week. In Humanities, we watched a documentary about the Voyage of
the Mayflower and continued our investigation of the differences between Jamestown and Plymouth
settlements. We also learned about key historical figures such as Samoset, Squanto, Bradford, Winslow, and
King James | and the varied perspectives that drove colonization. We talked about goods, services, and
incentives in Economics. We connected incentives to our daily lives and discussed how they could affect our
decision-making, whether they be positive or negative. In our sharing circle, we talked about our proudest
contributions to the classroom and our schoolwork this year. We read more of our shared reading of Out of
My Mind by Sharon M. Draper and learned Melody is now in our grade level and is experiencing her first time
in an inclusion class. In math, we worked on adding and subtracting mixed numbers and using free time to
practice our newly learned skills. As an entire grade, we had the first of several meetings tailored around
social-emotional competencies; we created an individual iceberg representing what others might see above
the water and what others may not know beneath, with instruction by Mr. Cleary. This project ventures into
an exploration of ourselves. Finally, students shared their classmate's excitement for his newly earned role in
Frozen at a local theater. Our class celebrated by singing “Let it Go” by Idina Menzel and watching Olaf
Presents during their free time.

Conversation Starters for Your Child:

* How many years did the Separatists live in the Netherlands?

* How did Squanto know the English language?

* Why didn’t the Pilgrims choose Cape Cod to settle?

* Why was there a conflict between the Nausets and the Pilgrims?

e Give me an example of a positive incentive. How about a negative incentive? What is their purpose?
* What is the contribution you are most proud of to your classroom?

As the year continues, we will continue conversations with fifth graders about friendships and recognize that
as we grow physically, socially, and emotionally. Academically, we are gaining independence and learning to
self-advocate. Though friendships change and priorities with schoolwork, we must remember to be kind. We
appreciate your continued support.

Housekeeping:
¢ Having a change of clothes handy, especially socks, would be beneficial on wet weather days. We are
an energetic bunch and need lots of movement. The only time we will not go outside is when the
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