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What are your

BIGGEST

Priorities
as you consider
school options?

Class sizes?

A safe, nurturing environment?

A well-rounded academic program with outdoor learning opportunities?

I believe we have something to offer that you won’t find elsewhere, and I’'m
delighted you’re considering Friends Academy.

A commitment to academic excellence and child-
centered learning permeate everything we do in
and around the classroom. This approach enables
us to educate the whole child as we develop their
foundation for a lifetime of learning.

Today we will tell you about our school — a
connected, intimate, thriving community. At
Friends Academy, families don’t need to choose
between an outstanding education, character
development, service learning, and exciting
extracurriculars. We are pleased to offer all
these things because we understand that every
aspect of your child’s environment will shape
who they become.

Positive friendships, exceptional teachers, and an
engaging curriculum foster the most important
things you can give your child: a strong start in life,
an excellent education, and the tools to be a good
citizen. We hope to meet you and your child soon.
After reading this overview of Friends Academy,
schedule a tour so you can see for yourself what
makes us special.

Sincerely,
e [ Dibtop—

Peter Bidstrup ¢ Director of Enrollment
bidstrup@friendsacademy1810.or

(508) 999-1356



https://www.friendsacademy1810.org/admissions/virtual-tour/
mailto:pbidstrup%40friendsacademy1810.org?subject=Question%20about%20Friends%20Academy
tel:508-999-1356

OUR COMMITMENT TO FAMILIES

Friends Academy strives to provide each student with an educational foundation that will instill
the academic knowledge, skills, and understanding; responsible citizenship; respect for diversity
and differences; and sense of well-being needed for a lifetime of learning and personal growth.

By the time your child has graduated from Friends Academy, they will:

Have the .
e an
SKILLS
. themselves and feel INVOLVED respect and inclusion,
to learn by asking . . . .
. . confident in their community member understanding that
questions — not just .y . . .
abilities as learners with the desire to everyone has unique
what, but why e :
and individuals serve others strengths to contribute
and how

How do we put our mission into action
to accomplish these goals?

Educating the whole child.

At Friends Academy, social and emotional skill
building is just as important as academic skill
building. Students take an active role in setting
learning goals for themselves each year and are
supported by a close-knit community of teachers,
peers, and families. Because the benefits of time
spent in nature are proven, students spend time
outdoors on our 65-acre wooded campus daily.

Partnering with parents.

We value the home-school connection and
encourage family involvement. Teachers
communicate regularly with parents, sharing

curriculum updates, photos, and progress reports.

And there are plenty of opportunities for family
engagement throughout the year. Events such

Placing a strong emphasis on safety.
Environment matters, and students who feel safe
and secure experience deeper learning. Friends is
a place where students are known by name and
welcomed with open arms. We’ve built a culture
where students feel socially and emotionally safe,
allowing them to take greater creative risks and
rise to academic challenges.

Serving diverse learners.

The Sally Borden Program (SBP) at Friends
Academy is a “school within a school” for students
with language-based learning differences such as
dyslexia. Whether your child needs specialized
support or not, there is no one-size-fits-all

approach to learning at Friends.

as the Fall Family Fair and FriendsFest are much ‘
anticipated opportunities for community-building
and memory-making.


https://www.friendsacademy1810.org/academics/sally-borden-program/
https://friendsacademy1810.org/admission/inquire/

Using a Reggio Emilia-inspired approach,

Early Childhood allows children to experience
the curiosity and joy that lead to excitement

about learning.
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https://www.friendsacademy1810.org/academics/early-childhood/

AGES 3-4

At Friends Academy,
your child will:

@ Feel understood, heard, appreciated, L 4
respected, and loved as they are nurtured by
early learning experts with a combined 35+
years of experience

€ Enjoy the beauty of childhood, learning L 4
through creative play and spending time in
nature, rather than completing worksheets or
academic drills

Discover their natural interests through
exposure to special subjects such as art, music,
PE, and library in the main Friends Academy
school building

Explore current events and social issues in
age-appropriate and meaningful ways

As an Early Childhood parent, you can expect:

AN EXCEPTIONAL REGULAR UPDATES
ENVIRONMENT from your child’s teacher in the form of newsletters,
for your child’s earliest learning face-to-face check-ins, and parent-teacher conferences
experiences — our renovated Farmhouse
facility features a light and color studio,
art room, architecture space, high-
quality books and learning tools, and FULL- AND HALF-DAY OPTIONS

outdoor learning spaces

as well as before- and after-school care

5-Day Program (8 a.m.- noon) Dropoff begins at 7:30 a.m.

Extended Day (Optional, 1-5 days per week) Optional After-School Program offered from

Noon to 3:00 p.m. Monday-Thursday, dismissal until 5:00 p.m. (Requires an
Noon to 2:00 p.m. Friday additional fee and registration.)




LOWER
SCHOOL

Each child learns at their own pace, and knowing when your child is ready to
start kindergarten can be a challenging decision.

Our program has the flexibility to give Early Childhood
students continuity moving up from the Farmhouse, while also creating
space and support for kids who are stepping into a new school experience.



https://www.friendsacademy1810.org/academics/lower-school/kindergarten/

KINDERGARTEN

Our Kindergartners
Flourish Through:

CARE AND SUPPORT
Teachers offer one-on-one attention and meet
students where they are because we keep class

sizes small. Social and emotional learning is
interwoven with research-based instruction in
writing, reading, and math.

AN ACTIVE LEARNING
APPROACH
We emphasize learning through play,
allowing kindergartners to develop an age-
appropriate understanding of core subjects
through hands-on activities.

A STIMULATING
ENVIRONMENT
From our vibrant classrooms and learning
centers to our playgrounds, trails, and fields,
students are immersed in an environment
that sparks their natural curiosity.

MODELING KINDNESS
Our kindergarten teachers genuinely
care about their students and model that
behavior in the classroom. Kindergartners
see themselves as learners and important
members of our community.

Come see why families choose Friends Academy
for kindergarten and beyond. Request a tour by

and selecting Kindergarten as
your grade of interest.



https://friendsacademy1810.org/admission/inquire/

Grades 1-5

Building a strong foundation for lifelong learners

Lower School students are engaged in hands-on exploration in a
collaborative and supportive space. It’s a time when students begin to
form personal character, as well as deep and lasting friendships. Our small
class sizes allow for differentiated instruction, which honors children as
individuals who learn and develop at their own pace.



https://www.friendsacademy1810.org/academics/lower-school/

GRADES 1-5

ACADEMIC DEVELOPMENT
Students will find a fun and challenging curriculum
that includes language arts (reading and writing),
math, and social studies. Our project-based
learning approach means students aren’t simply
demonstrating knowledge on a test; they’re using it
to create and problem-solve each day.

SOCIAL-EMOTIONAL SKILL Our daughter truly feels at

BUILDING home at Friends Academy.

Teachers equally emphasize academic and social- She is alw ays gl owin g with
emotional development as students learn skills

such as empathy, communication, teamwork, excitement. It’s such a

and flexibility. Inclusive literature is used to help nice fe elin g as a parent to
students understand and express their perspectives, ] o

as well as hear and value the perspectives of others. know she is thr ving and

comfortable everyday.”

ENRICHED LEARNING ~ Parents of a second grade student
Regular art, music, library, PE, science, and

Spanish classes complement the core curriculum.

Friends Academy is an environment where

students’ strengths, talents, and interests are

noticed, celebrated, and developed intentionally.



Grades 6-8

Cultivating Emerging Gifts and Academic Interests

Middle School is when our students really start to come into their own. They’re
busy discovering new passions and talents while also expressing who they are and
what they stand for. We prepare them for what’s ahead by challenging them with
a thoughtful, project-based curriculum and providing them with opportunities to
become leaders in our community. Whole-person education remains a priority as
middle school students continue to develop socially and emotionally.



https://www.friendsacademy1810.org/academics/middle-school/

At Friends Academy,

and instill in them the confidence and
skills they need to achieve it.

WORDS FROM A MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILY

¢ Feel a strong sense of belonging and “We love Friends Aca demy
find a safe place to grow during these

important years of identity development because Of the wonder fUI ly

+ Dive deep into academic subjects caring community of faculty

including language arts, mathematics, and sta ff The teachers are

social studies, science, and world

languages, while exploring the so kind and help students
connections between them and devoting with exa Ctly what th ey,re
healthy time to the arts and physical . )

education going through.

¢ Take part in a variety of enrichment
. . . . ~ Parents of a seventh grade student
opportunities, including service learning
projects, our no-cut interscholastic
athletics program, and interest-based
activities including drama, yearbook, and

gardening

¢ Asthe oldest students in our school,
strengthen leadership skills by serving as
active role models for younger students

¢ Experience growth through giving back
to their immediate community and
reaching the broader community through
student-designed service projects




We can’t wait to meet you.

When it comes to choosing a school for your child, nothing compares to
experiencing the learning environment firsthand! Our campus tours will give you the
best sense of what we have to offer and provide you with the opportunity to connect

with someone who can answer your specific questions.

What to Expect On Your Personal Tour

Explore our beautiful campus virtually, or schedule a personal tour with
our admissions team. On your tour, you will meet several members of our
faculty and staff, and have the chance to see:

¢ Our picturesque, 65-acre campus ¢ The art and music facilities where
and vibrant classrooms, with special students enjoy twice-weekly
emphasis given to your grade level(s) enrichment classes
of interest
¢ Our gymnasium, where we hold
¢ The Commons, where the entire PE and interscholastic basketball
school comes together for campus- programs

wide gatherings and events such as )
plays, performances, and All-School ¢ Our library, where students develop
Meeting research skills and a love for

literature

Student Shadowing

Candidates who have applied, toured, and are being considered for admission
will spend a morning in class with the grade they are entering.

Please contact Peter Bidstrup, Director of Enrollment,

at
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